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Pest Management – Animal, Bird and Rodent Trapping
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Objective:

To address the proper steps for minimizing animal, bird and rodent intrusion into the crop.

Concern:

Animals, both wild and domestic, are potential sources of microbial contamination.

Contaminants Introduction:

1. Fecal matter and urine

2. Transportation of the fecal matter of other animals

3. Introduction of other harmful pathogens

Preventative or Corrective Measures:

1. Routine monitoring of all the traps will be conducted
· Rodent traps will be monitored on an every-other-day basis

· Dog traps will be monitored every day to ensure efficient pick-up service by animal-control personnel
2. Ranches will be monitored for bird activity

· All remnants of bird deterrents must be removed from the field to ensure product safety (i.e. shotgun shells, shell wads, and noise makers)

3. In addition to monitoring, pre-season, pre-harvest and harvest auditing will be conducted

4. Harvest foremen are required to conduct a daily harvest assessment, and to communicate any signs of animal intrusion to a Top Flavor Farms supervisor.
5. If animal intrusion such as feces, urine, tracks, or other obvious signs are discovered, appropriate steps shall be taken

6. Depending on the type of intrusion, different measures will be taken

7. Crop will be not be harvested within a minimum of 5 feet of a contaminated area
8. A contaminated area must be flagged and the contaminant removed from the field
· Removal of the contamination requires a removal of roughly 6 inches of soil beneath it

· Contamination shall be disposed of properly into a bag or container to prevent spreading the contaminant, and disposed of in a trash bin

9. If tilling of ground is necessary, proper sanitation is required for the machine prior to continued use

10. Once the issue is addressed and remedial actions are taken, the supervisor or food safety specialists should complete a remedial actions form to describe what took place and how it was handled.
