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Site Selection - Pre-Season Food Safety Inspection
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Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:

To make sure the desired land is suitable for growing produce intended for human consumption before purchasing or leasing ground.

Concern:

Crops shall only be planted and grown on suitable land in accordance to the Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement. Ranch audits should be performed seasonally prior to the first planting. 
Program:

The following shall be documented during a pre-season inspection for each ranch at the beginning of the season:

1. Grower, ranch, lot(s) being inspected, date of inspection, and name of inspector shall be identified. 

2. The sources of water for the ranch shall be identified.

3. The sources of water and distribution systems shall be identified on the ranch map.

4. A sanitary survey should be completed for each water source

5. Water sources should be tested prior to use.
6. Raw manure should not be applied or stored within 400 feet of land used for the growing of leafy greens. If raw manure has previously been applied to the ranch, a minimum of one year shall be allowed to pass prior to planting product within 400 feet of the application or storage site.
7. Composted manure must be certified and verified to have been composted in accordance to LGMA requirements. 

8. Manure that is physically heat-treated must be certified and verified to have been tested in accordance to LGMA requirements. 

9. Non-synthetic crop treatments must be certified and verified to have been tested in accordance to LGMA requirements.

10. Measures shall be placed to prevent wildlife activity in or around the growing area. In the event of field intrusion, corrective measures shall be taken per LGMA metrics.

11. Flood history and potential contamination sources shall be evaluated. 

12. Adjacent land-use shall be verified to be in compliance with the LGMA for:

· CAFO
· Storage of non-synthetic soil amendments

· Grazing lands of domestic animals

· Septic leach fields

· Well-head and surface water protection

· Riparian areas

13. Verification shall be made to insure worker hygienic rules have not been violated.

14. An individual shall be identified as being responsible for identifying and documenting potential contamination risks during the growing and harvesting of crops.

15. Documented corrective actions and verification, if needed, shall be done to verify compliance or action taken to comply with all of the above.

Frequency:

The pre-season food safety inspection shall be performed no less than once at the beginning of the season prior to planting. Unusual occurrences throughout the growing season shall be documented appropriately.

