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SOP #05-10
Field Sanitation - Canal Water-Sampling Procedure 

Created: 4/21/08
Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Purpose: 
To define the location and distances to be used when sampling irrigation water sourced from a canal.

Policy:
The main canal shall be considered the “water source.”  All laterals servicing one individual ranch shall be treated as one “distribution system.”  

Supplies:
Alcohol wipes 
Gel ice packs
Cooler 
Sharpie marker
Rubber gloves
Sterile bags or sterile bottles 

PROCEDURE:
Each ranch’s water sources shall be sampled prior to germination. Using a sampling bottle or bag, fill completely leaving little to no air inside. Use caution not to overfill. 
Preparation
1. Using a permanent marker, record the sample I.D. on the sample bag or bottle
2. When submitting the samples to a laboratory, water-sampling information shall also be submitted with the following:
a. Sample I.D.
b. Date
c. Water source
d. Ranch
e. Source I.D.
f. Time
g. GPS location
h. Point of entry
i. Required analyses
j. Area (i.e. San Juan Bautista, Salinas, or Bard)
3. Proceed to sample area.
4. Before opening sample container, put on rubber gloves.
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