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SOP #07-03
Pest Management - Maintenance and Cleaning of Chemical Application Equipment

Created: 12/7/07
Updated: 4/21/08 by Jonathan Dinsmore

Purpose:  
Safe and effective pesticide application depends on properly maintained and cleaned application equipment.  

Policy:  
All application equipment shall be properly calibrated, maintained, and cleaned.

Program:
Spraying equipment problems can be reduced or eliminated by regular inspection, servicing, and maintenance.

a) Equipment shall be inspected for wear or damage before each use.
b) All filter screens must be in place.
c) Faulty equipment and components shall be replaced or repaired.
d) Employees must wWear protective clothing, rubber gloves, and eye protection when cleaning, servicing, or repairing spray application equipment.
e) Only chemicals that the sprayer and equipment are designed for shall be used.
f) Poly tanks shall be cleaned after each change of chemical application.
g) Clean water must always be used.
h) All cleaning of spray tanks and related equipment shall take place away from water sources.
i) Nozzles must be properly cleaned; never put your mouth to a nozzle.
j) Service and inspection records shall be maintained for all pesticide-application equipment.
k) Sprayers shall be properly stored to prevent deterioration and/or contamination of people and the environment.
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