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SOP #03-02
Adjacent Land Use - Removal of Field Contamination
Created: 4/20/08
Updated by: Jonathan Dinsmore

Objective:

The purpose of this policy is to insure the proper disposal of a dead animal, animal contamination or any other contamination in the field. The goal is to reduce the occurrence of microbial contamination resulting from fecal matter, or sick or dead animals.
Concern:

Any dead animal, fecal contamination, or other contamination found in a field shall be disposed of properly and as soon as possible to reduce the potential for further contamination.
Contaminants Introduction:

1. E.Coli 0157:H7 in cattle or dairy cows
2. Salmonella in fowl, etc.
Preventative or Corrective Measures:

Removal of the contamination:

1. Equipment needed: Shovel, gloves, trash bags, bucket, trash can, chlorinated solution of 200 ppm or Quaternary solution of 400 ppm.
2. The procedure includes the following:
a. Identify all areas where body/body parts, fecal contamination, spill or other contamination is located.

b. Flag off the area where contamination has occurred plus a buffer zone. The buffer zone cannot be less than 5 feet from the site of contamination.

c. Do not let any additional personnel in the area (to minimize cross-contamination)

d. Put hands in gloves.

e. Collect all animal remains or other contamination in trash bags. Use the gloved hands or shovel to place the contaminant in the bag or place the open bag over the contaminant, grab the contaminant with the bag, then turn the bag inside out containing the contaminant. If blood or other liquid is in the soil, dispose of the liquid within the same bag.

f. Remove trash bag and containers from the area after all animal parts and contaminated soil has been removed.

g. Dispose of gloves in trash bag.

h. Seal trash bag and dispose of the bag in a trash can or dumpster outside of the field.

i. Rinse and sanitize all tools by rinsing with water then spraying or soaking in the solution.

j. Re-evaluate the area before commencing harvesting to insure all contamination has been removed. 
